General Instructions

Please review the following information before working

the projects in this book. Important details about the

abbreviations and symbols used are included.

Hooks

Crochet hooks are sized for different weights of yarn
and thread. For thread crochet, you will usually use a
steel crochet hook. Steel crochet-hook sizes range from
size 00 to 14.The higher the number of the hook, the
smaller your stitches will be. For example, a size 1 steel
crochet hook will give you much larger stitches than a
size 9 steel crochet hook. Keep in mind that the sizes
given with the pattern instructions were obtained by
working with the size thread or yarn and hook given in
the materials list. If you work with a smaller hook,
depending on your gauge, your finished project size will
be smaller; if you work with a larger hook, your finished
project size will be larger.

Gauge

Gauge is determined by the tightness or looseness of
your stitches, and affects the finished size of your pro-
ject. If you are concerned about the finished size of the
project matching the size given, take time to crochet a
small section of the pattern and then check your gauge.
For example, if the gauge called foris 10dc =1 inch,
and your gauge is 12 dc to the inch, you should switch
to a larger hook. On the other hand, if your gauge is only
8 dc to the inch, you should switch to a smaller hook.

If the gauge given in the pattern is for an entire motif,
work one motif and then check your gauge.

Understanding Symbols
As you work through a pattern, you'll quickly notice
several symbols in the instructions. These symbols are

used to clarify the pattern for you: brackets [], curlicu=
braces {}, parentheses () and asterisks *.

Brackets [] are used to set off a group of instructions
worked a specific number of times. For example, cn =
sc in next ch-3 sp] 7 times” means to work the instruc-
tions inside the [] seven times.

Occasionally, a set of instructions inside a set of
brackets needs to be repeated, too. In this case, the t=x=
within the brackets to be repeated will be set off with
curlicue braces {}. For example, “[dc in each of next 3 ===
ch 1, {shell in next ch-1 sp} 3 times, ch 1] 4 times In this
case, in each of the four times you work the instructions
included in the brackets, you will work the section in-
cluded in the curlicue braces three times.

Parentheses () are used to set off a group of stitches ==
be worked all in one stitch, space or loop. For examp'=
the parentheses () in this set of instructions, “Sk 3 sc.

(3 dc, ch 1, 3 dc) in next st”indicate that after skipping
3 sc, you will work 3 d¢, ch 1 and 3 more dc all in the
next stitch.

Single asterisks * are also used when a group of in-
structions is repeated. For example, “*Sc in each of the
next 5 sc, 2 sc in next sc, rep from * around, join with z =
st in beg sc”simply means you will work the instructions
from the first * around the entire round.

Double asterisks ** are used to indicate when a partiz
set of repeat instructions are to be worked. For example
“*Ch 3, (sc, ch 3, sc) in next ch-2 sp, ch 3*%, shell in next
dc, rep from * 3 times, ending last rep at **"means that
on the third repeat of the single asterisk instructions,
you stop at the double asterisks.






